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LESSON 40
Speaking in Tongues
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MATCHING (write the number of the text by the summary that corresponds)

1.Mark 16:17

2.Acts 2:2-12

3.Acts 10:44-46

4.1 Corinthians 12:7-11

5.1 Corinthians 12:27-31
6.1 Corinthians 13:1-13
7.1 Corinthians 14:1-40

Part of the promise that attends the gospel commission is the ability to
speak new languages as an aid to spreading the gospel.

This scripture passage gives ground rules for the gift of tongues to pre-
vent misuse that would dishonor God

»  Tongues like all other gifts of the Spirit are for building up the church
»  If tongue is not to be interpreted they should not be spoken

»  Seek for spiritual gifts that build up the church

» Tongues are a blend of Spirit and understanding

*  Speaking words that lead to understanding more valuable than an un-
known tongue

+ Tongues are a sign (like at Pentecost) that something miraculous is hap-
pening

»  Disorder and chaos dishonor God
* Do not forbid the speaking in tongues in their proper place

____Every gift given to the church must be used in love. Jesus, the greatest
gift ever given to men is a powerful example of the others based use of
gifts. Though He could have made quite a name for Himself and enjoyed
luxury and fame, instead He poured Himself out for us.

_____On the day of Pentecost when the Holy Spirit was given in power, the
striking manifestation was in the ability of the disciples to speak in lan-
guages they did not know. The obvious purpose of this gift was so that
they could share the gospel with foreigners who spoke another tongue.
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God demonstrates that acceptance and the gift of the Holy Spirit manifest

powerfully on the disciples in the speaking in tongues on the day of Pente-
cost, was also extended to non-Jews.

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are given to the church for the purpose of

building it up and helping it to complete it's mission.

God wanted to the early church to reach out to all men and so He gave

the gifts of language both speaking and interpreting to break down the
barriers that would restrict the spreading of the gospel.

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH
God is intent on saving as many people from sin and destruction as is possi-

ble. The early church was given a number of gifts to aid in this process,
one of which was the gift of tongues. On the day of Pentecost the disci-
ples spoke in the native languages of Jewish converts from around the
world and this drew their attention to the message being preached. This
places tongues in their proper place, as a means to break down barriers
and open people’s hearts to the gospel. Paul speaks directly to the prop-
er use and purpose of Spiritual gifts in 1 Corinthians 12, 13 and 14. Here
he calls for unity in the church and teaches repeatedly that the gifts are for
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the edification or building up of the church as it focuses on the mission of
taking the gospel to the ends of the earth.
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TEXTS FOR FURTHER STUDY
Acts 19:6; Revelation 7:9; Revelation 10:11; Revelation 17:15
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Greek words used interchangeably
Glossa: the tongue; by implication a language
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